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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-20, 23, and 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Godfrey et al. (US 2003/0023337 A1 ). 

1 . A system for collecting and recording data on an item as the item experiences 
changes in state over time, comprising: 

(A) first data input means for capturing a first set of data pertaining to a first state 
of the item in a first environment (Fig. 3, steps 242-243; Page 1 , [0008]); 

(B) second data input means for capturing a second set of data pertaining to a 
second state of the item in a second environment (Fig. 3, steps 249-250; Page 1 , 
[0008]); 

(C) data processing means for storing said first and second sets of data in a 
database and selectively accessing said first and second sets of data from said 
database (Page 1, [0010]; Page 2, [0020]); and 

(D) communication means for communicating said first and second sets of data 
to said data processing means (Page 2, [0022]). 
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2. The system of Claim 1, further comprising transportable data storage means 
for receiving and storing a third set of data, said transportable data storage means 
physically accompanying the item for a selected length of time (Page 2, [0029]-[0031]; 
Fig. 3, Tag chip; Page 5, [0088]-[0089], please note that there are multiple operations 
that could be stored in the tag chip). 

3. The system of Claim 2, further comprising a third data input means for reading 
said transportable data storage means and accessing said third set of data (Page 5, 
[0090]). 

4. The system of Claim 3, further comprising a first output means for writing a 
fourth set of data to said transportable data storage means (Page 5, [0090]). 

5. The system of Claim 3, wherein said first and second sets of data at least 
partially include data observed about the item in the first and second environments, 
respectively (Fig. 3, steps 242-243, 249-250). 

6. The system of Claim 4, wherein said third set of data is captured by at least 
one of said first and second data input means (Fig. 4, element 370). 

7. The system of Claim 4, wherein a portion of at least one of said first and 
second sets of data is included in said fourth set of data (Fig. 3, each manufacturing 
operations writes if successful operation and the Tag chip includes the compliance 
checks of each stage operations such as 1 , 2, 3, 4, etc.). 

8. The system of Claim 7, wherein a portion of said third set of data is included in 
said fourth set of data (Fig. 3, each manufacturing operations writes if successful 
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operation and the Tag chip includes the compliance checks of each stage operations 
such as 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.). 

9. The system of Claim 4, wherein said first output means is selected from the 
group consisting of . a 2D matrix label printer, a barcode label printer, a text label printer, 
a magnetic card writer, a magnetic stick writer, a floppy disk writer, a and a CD writer 
(Page 2, [0024]; Page 3, [0035]). 

10. The system of Claim 3, wherein said third data input means is selected from 
the group consisting of: a 2D matrix label reader, a CCD camera, a barcode reader, a 
magnetic stripe reader, a magnetic card reader, an EID tag reader, a magnetic stick 
reader a CD reader, a floppy disk reader and an optical character reader (Page 2, 
[0024]; Page 3, [0035]). 

1 1 . The system of Claim 2, wherein said transportable data storage means is 
selected from the group consisting of: a 2D matrix label, a barcode label, an EID tag, a 
magnetic stripe, a magnetic card, a magnetic stick, a ROM chip, a text label, a floppy 
disk and a CD disk (Page 2, [0024]; Page 3, [0035]). 

12. The system of Claim 1 , wherein said first data input means is selected from 
the group consisting of: a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a cell phone, a digital 
camera, a handheld computer, a personal computer with keyboard, and a weighing 
scale (Page 3, [0053]). 

13. The system of Claim 1 , wherein said data processing means includes a 
computer programmed with database management software (Page 3, [0053]). 
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14. The system of Claim 1 , wherein said communications means includes a 
network and said data processing means is connected to said network (Page 5, [0095]). 

15. The system of Claim 14, wherein said network is the internet (Page 5, 
[0095]). 

16. A method for tracking an item as it changes state and environment over time, 
comprising the steps of: 

(A) collecting and recording a first set of data pertaining to an item in a first state 
in a first environment (Fig. 3, steps 242-243; Fig. 4, elements 370, 361); 

(B) changing at least one of the first state and the first environment of the item to 
a second state and a second environment (Page 2, [0021]; Fig. 4, Operation 2, W2; 
Page 5, [0093]-[0094]); 

(C) collecting and recording a second set of data pertaining to the item (Fig. 3, 
steps 246-250); 

(D) communicating the first and second sets of data to a data processing system 
(Fig. 4, elements 360, 362, 370); 

(E) storing the first and second sets of data in a database of the data processing 
system (Page 3, [0053]); 

(F) selectively accessing at least a portion of the first and second data sets (Page 
5, [0087]; [0089]-[0091]). 

17. The method of Claim 16, further including the step of reading a third set of 
data from first media physically accompanying the item (Fig. 4, operation n; Page 5, 
[0087]). 
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18. The method of Claim 17, further including the step of writing a fourth set of 
data on second media, said second media then being physically associated with the 
item to accompany the item for further changes in environment (Page 3, [0038]-[0039]). 

19. Then method of Claim16, wherein said step of collecting includes capturing 
observed data concerning the item when the item is in environment 1 (Fig. 3, operation 
1) 

20. The method of Claim 18, wherein the step of collecting includes capturing 
observed data concerning the item when the item is in the first environment (Fig. 3, 
steps 242-243), the step of communicating includes transmitting the first set of data 
over the internet to the data processing system (Fig. 4, element 370), the step of storing 
includes entering the first set of data into a database on the data processing system 
(Page 3, [0053]) and the step of selectively accessing includes submitting a query via 
database management software to select data from the database in response to a user- 
defined criterion (Page 5, [0095]; Page 4, [0065]). 

23. The method of Claim 16, wherein the item is a component of a composite 
item having additional compositional items and further comprising the steps of tracking 
the additional compositional items and the composite item by performing the steps (A) 
through (F) for each (Page 2, [0021]-[0022]. 

25.An item tracking system for collecting and recording data on an item as the 
item experiences changes in state over time, comprising: 
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(A) a server computer with data processing capability and a database, said 
server computer connected to the internet (Page 5, [0095]; Fig. 4, element 370); 

(B) a plurality of geographically separated node systems connectable to the 
internet, each of said plurality of node systems capable of capturing data concerning the 
item at various times and states of the item and communicating the captured data to the 
server via the internet for storage in said database, said server computer capable of 
generating a history of said item from the data captured and sent to said server from 
said plurality of node systems (Figs. 4-5; Page 2, [0021]-[0022]; Page 6, [0098]-[0099]). 

26. The.tracking system of Claim 25, further including a label reader associated 
with at least a portion of said plurality of node systems, said label reader capable of 
reading labels physically associated with the item to obtain label data and 
communicating that label data to said server (Figs. 4-5; Page 5, [0093]-[0094]). 

27. The tracking system of Claim 26, further comprising a label printer, said label 
printer printing labels representative of data concerning the item and thereby permitting 
the item to be relabeled with data that reflects an up-to-data product history (Page 1 , 
[0007]; Fig. 2; Page 5, [0083]-[0087]; Page 3, [0035]). 

28. The tracking system of Claim 27, wherein the type of label produced by said 
label printer is selected from the group consisting of: 2D matrix label, bar-code label and 
text label (Page 3, [0035]). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Godfrey et al. (US 2003/0023337 A1) in view of Thorvaldsson et al. (US 6,546,304). 

Regarding claims 21-22, Godfrey discloses the limitations of claim 16 above but 
fails to disclose identifying the source of a health threat associated with the item and 
that the item is a food product. However, Thorvaldsson discloses such limitations 
(Thorvaldsson, Abstract). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Godfrey and Thovaldsson because it would provide an improved system for tracking 
back sources of contamination and for verification of the status and quality, weight of a 
product (Thorvaldsson, Col. 1, lines 10-20). 

3. Claims 24, 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Godfrey et al. (US 2003/0023337 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 24, Godfrey discloses the limitations of claim 16 above but fails 
to disclose the item is the performance record of an athlete. But Godfrey discloses that 
his disclosure is for purposes of illustration only (Page 6, [01 03]). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the teachings of Godfrey to track the performance record of an athlete 
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because it would provide an automated method for easily accessing accurate 
performance data. 



With respect to claims 29-30, Godfrey discloses the limitations of claim 27 and 25 
above. Godfrey further discloses identification data for identifying the item and Tag 
associated with object including DATE /TIME STAMP (Page 5, [0087]). However, 
Godfrey fails to disclose the label printed by said label printer includes the internet 
address of said server and that the captured data on the item is communicated to said 
server along with data indicative of the geographic location of the item. However, it 
would have been obvious to a person of the ordinary skill in the art to include 
geographic location of the item and an internet address of said server because it would 
provide an improved system as taught by Godfrey wherein Data collectors located 
remotely can transfer the data with the corresponding geographic and location 
information for quickly monitoring the history of an item as fully disclosed by Godfrey 
(Page 1, [0007]; Page 2, [0022]). 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Zoila Cabrera, whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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3738. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST 
(every other Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by phone fail, the examiner's supervisor, Leo 
Picard, can be reached on (571) 272-3749. Additionally, the fax phones for Art Unit 
2125 are (571) 273-8300. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the group receptionist at (703) 305-9600. 




Zoila Cabrera 
Patent Examiner 
10/29/05 



